PROLOGUE

insensibility. But indeed those things which are decreed by
Heaven are so to be accepted by mortal men. Continue, there-
fore, if in your parts there be any occurrents, to advertise us by
letters, but may they be of happier sort. May God bring to a
fortunate issue whatsoever may happen that is worthy thus to be
remembered. Farewell.

From Richmond, the I7th day of January.

It is endorsed by Erasmus * the whole of the letter enclosed
he wrote when a youth with his own hand'.

The letter to the King-Archduke, which establishes the
Spanish connection, makes some account of Henry's marriage to
Katharine of Aragon an essential preliminary. Henry was born
June 28, 1491, the second son and third child of King Henry VII
and Elizabeth of York. In 1502, when he was only ten, his
elder brother Arthur, Prince of Wales and heir to the throne,
died at the age of fifteen. Five months earlier Arthur had
married the Spanish princess Katharine, the daughter of Isabella
of Castile and Ferdinand of Aragon, Though each had done
his diplomatic best to conceal from the other his eagerness for
the match, both Henry VII and Ferdinand had been anxious to
secure the alliance. To Henry it meant the friendship of Spain*
which had become, under its joint rulers, one of the greatest
of European powers, had triumphantly run the French out of
Naples, driven the Moors out of its own territory, captured
Granada, and sent its ships to America, To Ferdinand and
Isabella it meant yet another outlying kingdom which might be
more or less effectively acquired by the house of Spain.

And then, unfortunately, Arthur died. Unfortunately, that
is to say, for Ferdinand and his daughter Katharine. For
Henry VII, however, whatever private grief it may have occa-
sioned him, the death of his son was in no sense a political
disaster, He had the magnificently healthy, handsome, clever
and popular child Henry to supply the loss of his heir. He had
the young Spanish princess and half of her dowry safe in
England; and there, as Ferdinand soon realized, both were
doomed to remain. In any further negotiations with Spain
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